FIRST   BLOOD
Vane hurried off to the King to recommend a dissolutio there was no hope that the Commons " would give a penny/'
There is one great weakness in the story, which prohibits its full acceptance. Vane may have done something dishonourable, but if his treachery had been so blatant, it is inconceivable that Charles should not have detected it within a few weeks and dismissed him. But Vane remained in royal service for another eighteen months.
The other story throws all responsibility on Charles. He is accused of plotting with Vane, behind Stafford's back, to make further debate impossible and give an excuse for dissolution. There is no evidence for this, but it is suggested that he thought the matter of " coat and conduct" money a critical one, that he may have heard that one member was questioning the legality of the press-gang, and wished to silence all such speakers by a dissolution. Or again, it is suggested that the King had heard of Pym's proposal for a petition that a new treaty should be made with the Scots, and dissolved the Houses to prevent so much encouragement being shown to rebels.
The odd thing is that there is a second eye-witness's account, coining from a decided Parliamentarian, and it leaves everything in doubt. Rushworth, clerk and historian to the Parliament, was later secretary to Fairfax and Cromwell. His statements are generally very accurate, but contemporaries accused him of false emphasis and the deliberate suppression of facts. He took full notes of the early debates, of Pym's speech, of Waller and the good Sir Harbottle. When he comes to the crucial moment he is practically silent. He merely says that the House debated the King's message and was dissolved: no word of Pym's petition, no word of " coat and conduct " money. It is dangerous to argue from silence, but for all Rushworth tells us, every Royalist contention might be true, the House loyal, Hampden cunning, Vane a deliberate traitor.
The Short Parliament had lasted three weeks. If we can only guess at the causes of its failure, the results were